Heber Valley races as it braces for 2002 


Work ongoing 
at what will be 
busiest site of 
2002 Olympics 
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By AMY K. STEWART 
3 The Daily Herald 


. HEBER VALLEY — On the: 


east side of the Wasatch 


Mountain Range lies a sleepy “ 


little cluster of towns that are 
slowly beginning to stretch, 
yawn_and peek a lazy eye at the 
Sun that is sneaking up over 
the horizon. 

Before they know it, the 
blazing orb will be full in the 
sky, it will be high noon and 
they will be playing a substan- 
tial role in hosting the 2002 
Winter Olympics through the 
Soldier Hollow venue. 


Great expectations 
Soldier Hollow will be the 
busiest venue during the 


Valley’s locals 
offer up views 
on Olympics, 
looming scandal 


By AMY K. STEWART 
The Daily Herald 


HEBER VALLEY — 
Residents of the valley have 
plenty of opinions on the 2002 
Olympics, and they have plenty 
of time to talk to you about 


“them. 


An old cafe called The 
Wagon Wheel rests in the mid- 
dle of Heber City. 

Locals sit at the bar, down- 
ing pie and coffee, and jaw 
about everything from the 
weather to the hay crop to, of 
course, the Olympic venue 
Soldier Hollow, which is being 
constructed just a few miles 
southwest of Heber. 

“I don’t like this progress,” 
said Bill Cleft, 80, who was 


Hnecnt said he is still con- 
cerned about what will happen 
to the old jail. Neighbors still 
recall several incidents in the 


we want with the building.” 


Following procedure 
He said the county must have 


65,847 square feet of floor 
space. Most of the building is 
already in office space. 

The county hopes to con- 


a Community Development 
Block Grant for another 
$300,000, but at present they 
need $1.8 million more. 
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Olympics don’t bother me as 
long as they go home after it’s 
through. 

“You know they won't,” Cleft 
said. 

“I know,” Mair said. 

When asked about the recent 
SLOC resignations, Mair said it 
doesn’t bother him, 

“They start this scandal 
baloney and they can go any- 
where in the world and get all 
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that type of stuff. All they’ve got 
to do is pressure somebody,” he 
said. “But it don’t bother me.” 

The waitresses at the Wagon 
Wheel not only hear the locals 
hash things over day after day, 
they usually take part in the 
conversation as well. 

Norma Lux, 58, said she has 
mixed feelings about the near- 
by Olympic venue. 

“I think it’s great for the 
economy but I think its bad for 
everybody else,’ Lux said. “I 
think it will bring a lot of peo- 
ple to the valley that we don’t 
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need.” 

Lux added she thinks the 
recent alleged SLOC corruption 
is terrible. 

“I can’t believe they did it. I 
don’t believe they bribed them. 
Utah won because were the 
best,” she said. 

Farther west and closer to 
the venue, Midway residents 
have their own concerns. 
Peggy Barnes, 38, whose house 
is only a couple of miles east of 
Soldier Hollow, said she is 
worried about the plans to 
widen the road in front of her 
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house to make way for the 
Olympics. 

‘If they widen that it takes 
off 10 feet of my property,” 
Barnes said. 

But other than that, the 
Olympics will be a great oppor- 
tunity, she said. 

“It will be good for my chil- 
dren and ourselves to see and 
experience that,” Barnes said. 

One Midway resident is look- 
ing forward to the big event. 
Everice Schear, 80, said, “I like 
all the sports and it’s just great 
having it come here.” 
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ambulance crew. iust ag'a nre- 


home, Wright said. “But what 
the status of those weapons 
were, how they were used, or if 
they were used, I am not sure 
of at this time.” 

Police blocked off the street 
of the house and about a block 
in each direction from the 
house. About 15-20 police vehi- 
cles were at the scene. 

The Utah County Sheriff’s 
Department was contacted and 
their Special Emergency 
Response Team (SERT) 
responded at about 9:50 p.m. 
Also a County Sheriff’s nego- 
tiator arrived and spoke with 
White over the phone at vari- 
ous times during the incident, 
Wright said. 

Police from Salem also 
responded, along with a Payson 
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nity leaders and said Wasatch «i 
Mountain State Park would Peni 
the ideal place. 

Community leaders spent,,, 
two months having publica; 
forums and gathering resi-.. 
dents’ input. 

“We came away with the 
feeling in behalf of the commu- a 
nity that this would be a good 
thing,” Pearson said. “So we » 
threw our hat in the ring.” q 

Heber Valley competed Tn 
Squaw Peak in Provo, as well “ 
as sites in Logan and Ogden. 

For a while it seemed Provo 
would win, but the area in 
Wasatch Mountain State Park’ 
had a lot of natural features, * 
including a sheltered slope. ” Z 
And there was the advantage '* 
that the site was already 5 
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